The Vater association and spinal dysraphia.
We here present a hereto previously undescribed association of occult spinal disorders of the distal spinal cord/filum in the Vater association. We present 6 patients who were diagnosed as having the Vater association who subsequently presented with occult spinal disorders, primarily lipomas of the filum/conus complex with or without subcutaneous lipomas. Uniformly the spinal cord was tethered to the lipoma/filum complex. Progressive neurological dysfunction was noted in those in whom the diagnosis was made late in the disease. The importance of neuroimaging of the distal spinal canal, in children in whom the diagnosis of the Vater association has been made, is emphasized to prevent insidious neurological damage if not already present.